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                                     August 2015! 
Happy Birthday, Emmaus House! Emmaus House, our home for women coming 
from jail prison or rehab will celebrate 28 years in September.  

It’s been a busy spring and summer… 

April 11-12,   our own Warnella H. presented her silent testimony as part of 
the Girls of Grace dance recital, “Thy Kingdom Come.” The presentation was the story of Salvation told 
through music, dance, drama and silent testimonies.  Our staff and guests were blessed with tickets to 
this event.  

 On April 28, an 18-wheeler full of rummage including some furniture was delivered to our 
door.  The truck was filled with gleanings from the Walleye Festival yard sales in Freeland. We enlisted 
the help of friends, and four men from the RCO (a men’s shelter nearby) to unload our abundance.  
Thanks to Deb Miller for arranging this event again this year.  It is a huge undertaking, but benefits 
many, many people.   

 May 9, Members of New Life Christian Fellowship Church gave us their Saturday morning to 
help get a new house’s lawn in order. On May 14, students from Valley Lutheran participating in the 
annual “Spring into Service Day” spent 2.5 hours helping us out.  They cleaned, sorted and did many 
other things. 

 Sister Marietta and former guest April Woods went, to Cincinnati, Ohio on May 13-14.  April 
shared her story at a Partners in Action luncheon given by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. About 
500 people heard April’s talk.   

 In May, Joe Malek plowed and planted our vegetable garden behind house #3.  The rain and 
the hard work of some of our guests have kept the garden looking good and we have been blessed 
with fresh produce.  

 On May 30 we remembered Sister Shirley Orand, co-founder of Emmaus House. It was the 
22nd anniversary of Sister Shirley’s death. Sister Shirley, ex-marine, mother of two, widow, 
grandmother of three, and Catholic nun, led a colorful life. Her life is an amazing story. Shirley is best 
known as a lover of people, all people, and she put that love into action in devoting her life to starting 
and running Emmaus House. All who have been touched by Emmaus House have shared in Sister 
Shirley’s legacy. We thank God for Sister Shirley.  

 Tom and Mona Thiel minister to our neighborhood families. They provide lunches for 
neighborhood children every Monday and Friday. In June, they held a carnival for the children. There 
were hot dogs, snow cones, bounce houses and other games. Several of the children attending took 
home new bikes. In August, the Thiels and their volunteers hosted a block party. They provided food 
and fun for more than 200 of our neighbors. Thank you, Tom and Mona, for loving our neighbors.  
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WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR OUR HELPERS . . .  
 Boehler’s Greenhouse on Swan Creek Rd. and Abele’s Greenhouse on Wadsworth Rd. donated 

a combined 13 flats of flowers.  Our homes look great.  Thank you, friends! 
 The Gideon’s International Auxiliary, Saginaw East Camp, brought 50 New Testament Bibles. 
 St John Vianny Quilters brought beautiful quilts. 
 Pat Dennis – Shoes and plants. 
 Sebold – Paper products. 
 John and Sandy Watt – Paper goods, detergent, kitchen towels, hygiene items. (*Our 

apologies to John and Sandy for misspelling your name in the last issue.) 
 Hopevale Church (Mast Community Group) – Pillows, food, hygiene items, flashlights, 

batteries, paper products, cleaning products, detergent, clothing, household items.  
 Our Lady of Consolata – Wrapping paper, clothes, and pillowcases. 
 McDonald Kia of Saginaw – Repaired our Kia. 
 Women’s Life Group – Coupons 
 Debbie Wells (Horizon Center) – Picnic supplies. 
 Hopevale Quilters – 14 beautiful quilts. 
 Duane and Trish Campbell, Midland – Donated several pair of cotton work gloves and 

gardening gloves.  
 Dr. Dan Sheridan and his children give their time to mow lawns and do yard work.  

 

Food has come from:  Christ the Good Shepherd Church, Boy Scout Troop #342, Butter 
Crest Bakery, Sisters of St. Clare, Hidden Harvest, First Ward Community Center, 
Frankenmuth Lions Club, Dollar General (Freeland), Bavarian Inn, Hopevale Church, 9th 
Street Community Church, Barb B.’s gleanings, Doug and Rose Baker. Also many 
generous people like the Kraniaks who gave us 40 lbs of bacon, Hugh LeFevre who 
brought a bushel of turnip greens, and Chuck Beck (by way of Abele’s Greenhouse) who 
brought us bushels of zucchini and beautiful fresh green peppers. 
 
Those who gave us items of every sort, clothes, furniture, and rummage include:  State 
Street United Methodist Church, House to Home, Ames United Methodist Church, 
Nelson United Methodist Church, American Legion of Birch Run, First United Methodist 
Church, Westminster Presbyterian Church (Bay City), Faith Lutheran Church, Dollar 
General (Freeland), Good Neighbors Mission, St Thomas Aquinas Convent, Blessed Trinity 
Church, Saginaw  Lawyers’ Auxiliary, Alfred Dunner Store (Birch Run), Cato’s, and literally 
hundreds of individuals since our last newsletter. 

 

 

 
 
IN HONOR OF . . .  
 

 Mike Houle – Happy 80th Birthday 
 Judith Wackers – Happy 80th Birthday 
 Jean and James Seman –50th Wedding Anniversary 
 Lee and Donna Albrecht – 70th Wedding Anniversary 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIALS 
Rose Campbell Dick Tyra (4-6-15) 

George Mann (3-10-15) Dorothy Cieszlak 
Elsie Schade (1-15-14) The Mothers of Bob and Josette Card 

Sister Agnes Immaculata Guswiler, SND de. N. Kimberly Pugh 

Daniel (Hymie) Brown (11-17-12) John Oberschmidt (5-21-10) 
Johanna Laba (4-6-15) Dick Tyra (4-6-15) 

 
 
 

 

 

Shirley Michel, ex-guest, died May 18th. Shirley had many health problems, but her death still came as 

a shock. Shirley is remembered for her constant smile, her goodness toward all, and her knowledge of 

cars. (Shirley actually changed the water pump on her car, - herself!) Shirley is greatly missed.  
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THANKS TO THOSE WHO DONATED . . .  

Our thanks to those who have supported us financially since our last newsletter . . .  

Saginaw County League of Catholic 
Women 

B. Clinksten & Son, Saginaw 

Sisters of Notre Dame de.N., Ohio St. Elizabeth Parish, Reese 

New Life Christian Fellowship, Saginaw Anonymous Foundation 

Saginaw Area Catholic Schools Catholic Federal Credit Union, Saginaw 

Keystone Storage, Saginaw Clothesline Inc. Frankenmuth 

Saginaw County Lawyers Auxiliary  Bay Area Catholic Schools 

Listvan Inc., Gaylord St Gabriel Parish, Auburn 

Stark Foundation, Saginaw St Mark Lutheran Church & Preschool, 
Saginaw 

  

82 Individuals. Thank you again donors!  

For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of 

the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.      
(2 Corinthians 9:12) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHANGE OF PACE . . .  
In October we hired a new executive, Ms. Annette Ripper, and in January ’15, I cut down my hours in 
the office.  Ms. Annette has taken on the administrative tasks and was named Executive Director in 
May.  I take the evening shift, Saturday, and Sunday, and an occasional talk, presentation, or meeting.  
I am doing well and you can still contact me at Emmaus House after 4 on weekdays or on Saturday or 
Sunday, or you can leave a message at the main office and I’ll call back in the evening. 
                                                                                                               Sister Marietta Fritz 

BOARD REFLECTIONS –  
"Take the first step in faith.  You don't have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step."  - 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The Emmaus House is about taking that first step and beating the odds. 
 

When Sister Marietta and Sister Shirley decided to create this program, they had a vision of what they 
thought they needed to provide for the guests coming to them from jail, prison, or 
rehabilitation.  They just didn't have any money.  They prayed and believed and big and small miracles 
began to happen.  Boxes of donated items "appeared" on the porch; check donations arrived; 
volunteers came forward.  "We started without a penny and that is amazing; that is a miracle."  - Sister 
Marietta 
 

Turning lives around has been and remains the mission.  Sister Marietta shared with me that "At 
Emmaus, I have the poor monetarily, poor in spirit, and poor in emotional strength."  Yet, through her 
leadership and faith, the ladies have been able to live drug and alcohol free lives, to trust in God, and 
to believe in themselves.  As a volunteer, I drive guests to Delta classes, Michigan Works, doctor's 
appointments, and various meeting groups which address addictions and their need to build well 
balanced lives.  When I pick up the ladies, I ask, "Was it a good meeting?"  I am always pleased to hear 
back, "It was a good meeting, Miss Joan." 
 

On the coldest day of last year's cold winter, we hosted our first Saginaw area choir concert at First 
Presbyterian church.  I was concerned that our audience would be diminished in number due to the 
weather, but, as the church began to fill, I was overwhelmed.  That feeling of joy remained as each 
choir added their beautiful contribution, and the "Ladies of Emmaus" capped off the event to a 
standing ovation.  I look forward to this annual concert event returning to the First Presbyterian 
Church on Sunday, February 14, 2016.  I hope you will keep that date and will look forward, as I do, to 
experiencing a blessed event. 
 

Blessings,   
Joan Douglas 
Emmaus House Board of Directors 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A12&version=ESV


Emmaus House Miracles by Former Guests –  

 

 

 

Phyllis’ Story: An impossible dream became possible because of Emmaus House 

I was a home owner and a landlord, living will, but my addictions caused me to 

hit bottom and I lost everything I had and was homeless. A friend brought me 

to Emmaus House to a meeting and soon I moved in and the scales were taken 

off my eyes. Just the name “Emmaus” got me reading the Bible again. They 

were going along and Jesus came along their side and revealed himself to 

them. I realized there is no “plan B.” There was a dramatic change in my life to 

realize that God is my source and reward. That was 14 years ago. God brought 

me full circle. Not I have gone from homeless to homeowner. How 

wonderful to own a home. Emmaus House is “Hope Central”! We’ve got 

hope.  

 

ñMy joy lies in being close to God.ò ï Psalm73:28 

 

Dawn’s Story: “If there were no Emmaus House, we would all be dead.” 

I had used for 30 years, but I was tired. I was living in New Jersey and they 

wanted $30,000 for a rehab program. I could never pay that! I came to 

Michigan to meet my husband’s mother and had 37 days clean, but no place to 

stay. I was out of options when someone introduced me to Sister. I told her my 

story and she let me come to Emmaus House. I followed all the rules. It is a 

spiritual program that gives you a chance. Jail and prison do not help. No one 

else gives you a chance at life, a better life. I am truly blessed because of 

Emmaus House. Now I am out on my own and feel truly grateful every day. 

“Hidden in the storm, I answered you.ò ï Psalm 87:7- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tausha’s Story – “I never had a spiritual life until I came to Emmaus House.” 

I shoved all of my problems down and didn’t deal with them. This led to drugs and alcohol. When I got 

to Emmaus House, I had little hope and no belief. Emmaus House believed in me. Emmaus House gave 

me structure, independence and life-style changes. There are not many places where they give you an 

opportunity to work on yourself. That’s what I needed to do; work on my inside. I have learned more 

compassion, caring and have more conscience. If you put work into it, hard and continuous work, it 

changes you. I have changed life habits, become healthier, go to church, and sponsor people in the 

program. I am happier and more hopeful. I never want to go back. (Tausha is currently an honor 

student at Delta College and will receive her degree in the spring.) 

ά!ƴŘ ǎƻ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ Φ Φ Φ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
Lord who understands how hard it is. AƴŘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴǘƻ IƛƳΦέ .ƛǎƘƻǇ YŜƴ ¦ƳǘŜƴŜǊ 
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